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MEN'S EUROPEAN 
HANDBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
live on ZDF
from 19.01.2026 
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EHF European Handball Championship
Facts and figures I

• Who is broadcasting the tournament? 
Das Erste and ZDF.

• When is it taking place? 
From 15 January to 1 February 2026.

• Where will the matches be played? 
The tournament will be held in Denmark, Sweden and Norway.

• Has Germany qualified? 
The DHB team has qualified and will play its preliminary round and possible main 
round matches in Denmark. Even if the DHB team reaches the knockout stage and 
possibly advances to the final, this will not change.

Further information at zdf-werbefernsehen.de/sport

https://www.zdf-werbefernsehen.de/programm/sport
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EHF European Handball Championship
Facts and figures II

• How does it work? 
Twenty-four teams are participating in the European Championship. They are playing 
in a preliminary round in six groups of four teams each. The top two teams in each 
preliminary round group advance to the main round. This consists of two groups of six 
teams each. Here, each team plays four more matches. At the end of the main round, 
the top two teams in each group qualify for the semi-finals and have a chance to 
reach the final or the match for third place. When is Germany playing and who is 
broadcasting the matches?

• Germany will face the following teams in preliminary round Group A:
Thu, 15 January 2026, at 8:30 p.m. – Austria, live on Das Erste (ad-free)
Sat, 17 January 2026, at 8:30 p.m. – Serbia, live on Das Erste (ad-free)
Mon, 19 January 2026, at 8:30 p.m. – Spain, live on ZDF (ad-free)

Further information at zdf-werbefernsehen.de/sport

https://www.zdf-werbefernsehen.de/programm/sport
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EHF European Handball Championship
Facts and figures III

• What happens in the main round? 
It is expected that Germany will qualify for the main round and play at least four more 
matches. Two of these will be broadcast by ZDF and two by Das Erste. The dates 
have been set, but the kick-off times and channel distribution will only be announced 
after the preliminary round has been completed on Wednesday, 21 January 2026. 

Main round dates: 
Thu., 22., Sat., 24., Mon., 26. or Wed., 28. Jan. 2026 (3 p.m., 6 p.m. or 8.30 p.m.)

If the tournament proceeds as normal, it can be assumed that a DHB match in the 
main round could become relevant for advertising on ZDF. This would have a 
decisive impact on the further course of the tournament.

Further information at zdf-werbefernsehen.de/sport

https://www.zdf-werbefernsehen.de/programm/sport
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EHF European Handball Championship
Costs for main round with Germany: Thu., 22., Sat., 24., Mon., 26., or Wed., 28. Jan. 2026

Optional booking structure for Monday, 26 January 2026. The day on which the match will be broadcast will be decided after the preliminary round has been 
completed on Wednesday, 21 January 2026. 
Further information at zdf-werbefernsehen.de/sport

Time 
approx. Programme Code 1“-gross 20“-gross

17:40 Advertising before the broadcast 22 20 17 90 600 € 12.000 €
17:45 Preliminary report/studio

17:50 Advertisement before the first half 22 21 17 91 900 € 18.000 €
18:00 EHF Championship: Germany vs. ???
18:40 news/weather/highlights

18:50 Advertisement before the second half 22 23 18 92 1.800 € 36.000 €
18:55 EHF Championship: Germany vs. ???
19:35 Advertisement before the second half 22 22 19 93 1.500 € 30.000 €
19:38 Studio highlights

https://www.zdf-werbefernsehen.de/programm/sport
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EHF European Handball Championship

• No surcharges are applied for shorter spot lengths. Linear pricing applies (price per second 
multiplied by spot length).

• The handball-themed Mainzelmännchen inserts between the spots give your spot motif 
‘individual packaging’, which attracts a high level of attention and makes it unique.

• Placements within the advertising break are made according to the ‘fair share principle’. 
Placements are based on the investment in the environment.

• The official partners of the EHF have the right of first refusal until 26 November 2025. 
However, reservations can be made now. Implementation will take place after the above-
mentioned deadline or during the tournament, as soon as the schedule has been finalised.After
the deadline, this offer is subject to change, and bookings will be processed upon receipt.

• Bookings made under this offer are eligible for discounts, tariff discounts and commitments 
based on the total volume.

• Confirmed bookings are firm bookings. The tariff discounts of ZDF Werbefernsehen according to 
the price list valid from 1 January 2026 apply. Information on this can also be found here.

• All prices quoted are gross prices plus the statutory value added tax.

Your benefits and booking conditions
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Your contact persons
ZDF Werbefernsehen GmbH

Christoph Lüken
Marketing
Phone +49 (0) 6131 70 15679
Fax +49 (0) 6131 70 74395
E-mail lueken.c@zdf.de 

Heike Fisseler 
Planning
Phone +49 (0) 6131 70 14031
Fax +49 (0) 6131 70 74395
E-mail fisseler.h@zdf.de 
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